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The 2016 Annual Conference of the Methodist Church passed a 
resolution containing the following text: 
 
The United Kingdom, as a result of the referendum on 23 June 2016, has 
voted to leave the European Union. In this time of very significant change and 
uncertainty there is a need for leadership which seeks the common good and 
encourages people to work together, to respect one another and to uphold the 
dignity of all. 
The Methodist Conference believes that the British Isles are enriched by 
diversity and celebrates the contribution made by those who have come from 
other parts of the world. 
The Christian tradition calls for respect, tolerance, love of neighbour and 
hospitality to the stranger. All bear the responsibility of speaking and acting for 
healing, reconciliation, and mutual respect. 
The Methodist Conference abhors and deeply regrets those actions and words 
which incite hatred and lead to the victimisation of groups within society and 
notes with concern that such actions and words have been normalised in 
recent public discourse. Believing that racism is a denial of the gospel and that 
to stay silent when others are abused is to collude with those who seek to 
promote hatred and division, the Methodist Conference calls:   
• on the Methodist people to challenge racism and discrimination 
• for a political debate which neither demonises any nor leaves the vulnerable 

(the foreigner, the immigrant and refugee) in danger of victimisation. 
• on political leaders to work together for the good of the whole community 

putting the needs of the nation before party politics. 
• on all those in positions of power and authority to hear the voices of those 

who have been marginalised and alienated and to respond to them in ways 
which offer real hope for the future. 

The Reverend Gareth J Powell 
Secretary of the Methodist Conference 



 

Chester-le-Street Methodist Circuit 

District News and Events 

WEST PELTON SOCIAL EVENING 
We celebrated Queen Elizabeth's 90th birthday 
with a social evening held in the Beamish Room. 
Regular social evenings have been a feature in 
church for a number of years during which time we have raised 
thousands of pounds for local charities. £120 was raised for the 
Northern Oesophago Cancer Fund based at Newcastle RVI. 

Circuit Diary 
 

Sunday, 17 July 
Great Lumley Church Anniversary 
services 

Wednesday, 20 July @7.30pm 
Preview Meeting for 20/50s Club 
Chester-le-Street Methodist Church 

Saturday, 23 July 
West Pelton Methodist Church Social 
Evening raising money for Canine 
Partners 

Wednesday, 27 July 
Coffee & Cupcakes 
7pm @Chester-le-Street MC 
Speaker: Rev Judith Oldroyd 

Saturday, 20 August 
Perkinsville Coffee Morning 
@Chester-le-Street MC 

22-26 August, 2pm-3.30pm daily 
On Your Marks Holiday Club 
@Cornerstones Centre 

Saturday, 8 October @7.00pm 
West Pelton Anniversary Concert with 
Northern Lights 

Saturday, 15 October 
ECG:NE @Chester-le-Street 

4-5 November 
Perkinsville Arts & Crafts Fayre 
Friday 10am-3pm, Saturday 10am-
2pm 

Saturday, 12 November @9.30am 
Winter Fair @Pelton Methodist 
Church 

Saturday, 12 November @11.00am 
West Pelton Annual Bazaar 

Saturday, 26 November 9am-noon 
Chester-le-Street MC Christmas Fayre 

Wednesday, 14 December @7.30pm 
West Pelton MC Ladies Circle Carol 
Service 

WoW Dates: 
18 July   17 October 
15 August  21 November 
19 September  19 December 
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Following on from last years 
successful Polar Explores holiday 
club we will be running another 
holiday club during the last week in 
August.  It will be Olympic themed 
and called On Your Marks.  It will 
run from 2.00pm - 3.30pm each day 
in Cornerstones Centre Chester Le 
Street and once again we will 
require volunteers to help.  If you 
feel you could offer even a few 
days for something that will be lots 
of fun please contact me. 

Ken Williamson 

2

that we could invite non-Christian 
friends along to. 
 
Since January we’ve met a handful of 
time, even enjoying a meal together at 
Deano’s in Chester-le-Street.  Our 
numbers are around the 15-20 mark 
with representatives from 4 of our 
circuit churches.  New friendships have 
been formed and we’ve explored a 
variety of topics, including a wonderful 
session led by the Cliff College Mission 
Team. 
 
One small issue was our name.  
Working Women’s Group didn’t sound 
particularly inviting and was often 
misrepresented in the reading of 
notices – sometimes causing much 
hilarity.  We came up with the name 
WOW standing for Women of Worth, 
thanks to a social media post by 
another Methodist Church.  The logo of 
a woman with arms outstretched – in 
worship, in love, in welcome – was 
designed by the talented Liz Kent! 
 
So if you’re a woman in the 30/40/50’s 
age bracket you would be made very 
welcome on the 3rd Monday of each 
month.  We’re usually at Great Lumley 
Methodist Church and although the 
official start time is 7.30, we start 
arriving early to enjoy coffee and cakes! 

Article by Kathy Bevan 
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Way back before Christmas last year 
a few ladies started talking about 
having some kind of group for women 
like us.  By that we meant women in 

their 30s/40s/50s, usually working, sometimes with family 
responsibilities, often looking for God’s direction for our lives. 
 
So on 18th January the “working women’s group” met for the first 
time.  We discussed what our expectations were for such a group 
and about what we wanted to achieve from it.  The commonality of 
the responses from the 19 women who attended was amazing, it 
really felt that God had drawn us all together with a common 
purpose.  
The main themes were: to meet with like minded people; to share 
and encourage each other with news of how God is working in our 
lives/communities/churches; to share and encourage each other 
about the challenges/issues we’re currently facing and to look for 
the Christian perspective; to worship God and enjoy fellowship 
together.  One other important aspect was having open meetings 

WOW! 
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Chester-le-Street Methodist Circuit 

the	new	circuit	website	
has	launched	

www.clsmethodistcircuit.org.uk	

www.ecgevent.org.uk 

ECG Conference 2017 

July/August 2016 


