
Week 4 – Living for the Lord – James 4:13 – 5:20 
 
 

Is there anything from the reading, or from Sunday’s sermon which surprised, challenged, encouraged or 
confused you?  
 

1. In today’s reading James appears to criticise those who plan ahead, and those who have wealth, 
but what is he really concerned about? Does James’ instruction to ‘humble ourselves before the 
Lord’ (4v10) shed any light on the point he is trying to make?  
 

2. Chapter 4 Verse 17 reminds us that sin is not always doing something wrong, but can also occur 
when we fail to do something right. Can you think of examples of failing to do the right thing?  
 

3. In the beginning of chapter 5 James issues a warning to the rich. Which of the teachings of Jesus 
does this remind you of?  
 

4. James chapter 5v7-11 contains a call to patience and endurance. What are some of the things that 
cause you to lose patience or be overwhelmed? What has really tested your patience to the 
breaking point? What encouragement does James offer those who are suffering?  
 

5. The Jews of James' time made distinctions between "binding oaths" and "non-binding oaths." Oaths 
that did not include the name of God were considered non-binding, and to use such oaths was a way 
of "crossing your fingers" behind your back when telling a lie. The Bible does not forbid the swearing 
of all oaths, only against the swearing of deceptive, unwise, or flippant oaths. On occasion, God 
Himself swears oaths (Luke 1:73, Hebrews 3:11, Hebrews 6:13). As with other parts of his letter, 
James’ teaching echoes Jesus’ sermon on the mount, in which the need to swear or make oaths, 
beyond a simple and clear yes or no, demonstrates that there is not enough weight in your own 
character to confirm your words. 
 
What difference do you think it makes to other people when we keep break promises we have 
made, or act/don’t act in a way that is true to our word? 

 
6. In Chapter 5 verses 13-18 James talks about the power of prayer, particularly in bringing peace, 

healing and forgiveness. When and how have you seen answers to prayer? How do you cope with 
times when prayers do not seem to be answered, or at not answered in the way we hoped?  
 
(It is worth noting that in verse 14-15, although the Greek word translated as  ‘sick’  can refer to  
physical maladies, in Acts and throughout the Epistles it is often used to mean weak faith or a weak 
conscience, which is why James connects these prayers for the” sick” with confession and 
forgiveness of sins. Though some sins may lead to physical ill health, we read in John 9:1-3 how 
Jesus challenged the assumption that illness is caused by sin. It is also important to remember that 
not all answers to prayer are immediate, and that healing can take many forms) 
 

7. Read Luke 18:1-8. What encouragement does Jesus give us about prayer? What challenge does he 
give?  
 

8. James suggests in ch5 v 16 that we confess our sins to one another. Early Methodists also placed a 
high emphasis on this. Why do you think we are told to confess our trespasses to one another 
rather than just confess to God privately?  


