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At the beginning of a new Methodist year, I have been reflecting on John Wesley’s words about the future 

of Methodism:  

‘I am not afraid that the people called Methodists should ever cease to exist … But I am 

afraid lest they should only exist as a dead sect, having the form of religion without the 

power. And this undoubtedly will be the case unless they hold fast both the doctrine, spirit, 

and discipline with which they first set out.’  

As I pondered these words, a survey was published which showed some alarming statistics:  60% of people 
who identified as Christians never read the Bible, and 33% never pray. That such a significant number of 
people who identify themselves as Christians are not even engaging in the basic activities of faith suggests 
Wesley’s fears may well be coming true. Has the church abandoned its foundations and become nothing 
more than a cosy clubhouse for ‘nice’ people to meet in?  

Wesley’s call is to something much more than just being ‘nice’ people, and holding onto some vaguely 
Christian moral code. His challenge is to rediscover the transformational power of God, which inspired early 
Methodists, (and indeed the early church in the book of Acts), to passionately live out their Christian faith. 
Wesley’s call to return to our roots is a plea for us to take seriously the idea that what we believe should 
visibly affect the way we live. If we want to call ourselves followers of Jesus, we have to make an effort to 
engage in the activities that develop our faith and bring us closer to God.  

In October we have an opportunity to think further about the relationship between what we believe and 
the way we live, as we follow a themed preaching series on the book of James. James is a very practical 
book, and central to it is the idea that faith unaccompanied by actions is dead, just as Wesley observed.  

James, like Wesley, urges us to demonstrate our faith by living it out. That, after all, is true faith; alive and 
powerful -  the kind of faith that changes the world.  

Rev Ian Kent 
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Circuit Diary 

Saturday, 21 October @1.30pm  
Film Afternoon & Tea 
Chester le Street Methodist Church 

Friday/Saturday, 27 & 28 October  
Arts & Crafts Fayre at Perkinsville 
Methodist Church; 10am-3pm Friday, 
10am-2pm Saturday 

Thursday, 2 November @9.30-11.30am  
Winter Fair at Pelton Methodist Church 

Saturday, 4 November  
ECG:NE @Chester-le-Street Methodist 
Church 

Saturday, 11 November @11am  
West Pelton Methodist Church’s Annual 
Bazaar 

Saturday, 25 November  
Christmas Fayre at Chester-le-Street 
Methodist Church.  

Also at this Fayre, Pop Up Christmas Books 
& Cards 

WoW Meetings 
held at Great Lumley 
Methodist Church @7.30pm 
 
 

Future Meetings: 

16 October 

20 November 

18 December 

Sunday Evenings, 5:00pm 
Costa Coffee, Chester-le-Street, 
42 Front Street, DH3 3BG 

ISREALLI GIRLS CELEBRATE 

Who are these Isreali girls?? 

Well they are Irene Hall, Catherne Ibbertson, Jennifer 

Patterson, Anne Robson, Brenda Wood from Chester-le-Street 

church and Sheila Swinburn from West Pelton church.  They 

got the name because they became firm friends on a trip to 

the Holy Land in 1997 when Rev Elliott Davidson took a group 

from our circuit.   

Although they knew each other slightly before the trip, the 

experience was so special to them that they decided that on 

returning home they would endeavour to keep it special!  

Consequently this year they celebrate 20 years of friendship 

and of having coffee together at least once a month for all 

that time.  Meeting in each other’s homes discussions take in 

many subjects and they also share the ups and downs in each 

other’s lives of course. 

Sharing the holiday with them was the late Joe Parker from 

Chester-le-Street, who enjoyed the company of the girls so 

much that he often invited them to his home to share a meal 

with him. 

Meeting together and sharing their ups and downs together 

means a great deal to them all, both personal and church 

matters are vigorously discussed and debated; and not always 

amicably!  Lots of events have been shared by the girls and 

they look forward to many more coffee times together, 

hopefully for another 20 years.   

Prayer Space 

Lord Jesus Christ, draw our hearts to yours with a love that is 
irresistible; unite our hearts to yours with a love that 
is inseparable, and bind our hearts to yours with a love 
that immeasurable; now and for ever. Amen.  
Miles Coverdale (1488-1568) 



Chester-le-Street Methodist Circuit September/October 2017 

Chester-le-Street Methodist Circuit, Great Lumley Methodist Church, Front Street, Great Lumley, Chester-le-Street DH3 4JB 

tel: 0191 388 3401, email: clsadmin@webwhistle.co.uk, web: www.clsmethodistcircuit.org.uk 

Contact Laura on clsadmin@webwhistle.co.uk  

mailto:clsadmin@webwhistle.co.uk
mailto:clsadmin@webwhistle.co.uk
http://www.clsmethodistcircuit.org.uk

