
  

A Letter from Ian Kent 
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The New Year is traditionally a 
time for a critical look at ourselves, 
and a time for making plans about 
our future.  Perhaps we want to 
see new places, or enjoy new 
experiences.  Perhaps we want to 
eat more healthily, exercise more 
regularly, or use the 
fitness machines at 
the gym instead of 
just the coffee 
machines.   
 

The New Year gives us an 
opportunity to look back at where 
we have come from, to think about 
where we are heading, to dream 
dreams, and perhaps to make 
some changes that will help those 
dreams become a reality. 
 

Individually, and as a church, the 
beginning of a new year is an 
invitation to think about how we 
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want to grow and develop in the 
days ahead.  If we are serious 
about following Jesus, we 
cannot be content to remain as 
we are, for the way of Jesus is 
the way of discipleship, of 
continual learning, of ongoing 

transformation. 
 

What will that 
mean for you this 
year?  What 
changes would 

you like to see?  What do you 
hope will be different in 12 
months’ time? And what do you 
need to do to make that 
happen? 
 

2016 promises to be an exciting 
time, and I hope that you will be 
encouraged and inspired by all 
that God has in store. 
Every blessing, Rev Ian Kent 
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Prayer 
Loving God, as pilgrims on a 
journey, we can often feel 
uncertain about the future. 

Help us to remember that past, 
present and future are all held 
in your loving hands. 

Help us to learn more and more 
about how we can trust in you 
so that, whatever the future 
brings, we can know that you 
are with us and will help us to 
face it, as we share the love 
you give us with a needy world.  
Amen. 

John Howard, Wolverhampton 
and Shrewsbury District Chair 

… the way of Jesus is 

the way of discipleship, 

of continual learning, of 

ongoing transformation  
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Circuit Diary 
 

Easter Services 

24 March @7.00pm 
Maundy Thursday Service 
@Chester-le-Street 
Good Friday - 25 March 
Birtley @10.30am 
Pelton @3.00pm 
Chester-le-Street @3.00pm 
West Pelton @10.30am 
Great Lumley @10.45 onwards 
 
Other Events 
Saturday, 27 February 9.00-11.30 
Mission in Britain Coffee Morning 
Wednesday 2 March 10.00-11.30 
Quiet Prayer Time @West Pelton 
Saturday 12 March 
Mission Partnership Celebration 
@Great Lumley 
Sunday 13 March 
Annual Choir Sunday 
@Chester-le-Street 
Saturday 19 March 
Gift Day @West Pelton 
Wednesday 23 March 7.30pm 
Easter Meditation @West Pelton 
Sunday 17 April 6.00pm 
Easter Offering Dedication 
@Chester-le-Street 
 

Methodist Diary 

March 
4 Women's World Day of Prayer 
6 Mothering Sunday  
20 Palm Sunday  
24 Maundy Thursday 
25 Good Friday 
27 Easter Sunday 

April 
17 Vocations Sunday 

May 
5 Ascension Day  
3-6 Methodist Diaconal Order 

Convocation 
15-21 Christian Aid Week 
22 Trinity Sunday 
24 Wesley Day 

District News and Events 

The new District website has been launched.  Visit 
www.newcastlemethodistdistrict.org to find out more. 

Chester-le-Street Methodist Circuit 

West Pelton Memory Wall 
West Pelton Methodist Church are holding a Gift Day on Saturday, 
19 March which will include sponsored hymn singing.  They are also 
hoping to produce a sponsored ‘Memory Wall’. 

Do you or your family have a connection with West Pelton?  Are 
there memories of the Church that you would like to share such as 
weddings, baptisms, worship, clubs, events?  Do you have a 
photograph you would like to show?  If you have a memory you 
would like to share please get in touch with Sheila Swinburn who is 
co-ordinating the memories into a display. 

If you would like space on the ‘Memory Wall’ please get in touch – 
all we will ask for an entry on the Wall is a donation of £5.00. 
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In December, Christmas Angels appeared around Chester-le-Street, 
Birtley and the surrounding areas.  This was part of a massive District 
event; approximately 20,000 angels were left for people to find or give 
to friends and family. 

The Circuit had its own dedicated website where people could find out 
more information about the Angels and leave their stories and photos 
of where they found their angel and what it meant to them.  

 ‘Emma Martin - We saw all the lovely angels on our way to Pelton 
school, where both my child picked a colour they love. Thank you 
lady’s for your hard work these Angels will forever remind us of your 
kindness.’ 

‘Aaron - I would like to say thank you for putting out the knitted 
angels, I picked up a purple one on the crossing near Morrison’s today 
it will be	going on my tree later. It really made my day.’ 

‘Mrs K Wall - Hi there, My children found christmas Angels in Urpeth 
today tied to a lamppost. They and their friends were thrilled… they 
have played with them all night tonight.  To me I think its such a lovely 
selfless act to people to do making these gorgeous little angels only to 
give to others…. thank you so much.’ 

‘C McDermott - The children 
of St Joseph’s Catholic 
Junior School, Birtley would 
like to say a GREAT BIG 
THANK YOU to the kind 
people who knitted and 
delivered the beautiful 
Christmas Angels this 
morning which reminds us all 

of the most important gift you can ever give – love.’ 

‘Miss Howe - Dear Christmas Angels- A Big Thank You from the 
students of Park View- lots of my tutor group 9.7 found your fantastic 
Angels on the way to school this morning. Some students did take two 
but only to then pass on to their friends. One student picked up a 
child’s hat which he is going to give to a younger family member. 
Thank you for helping them engage with the Christmas spirit! Happy 
Christmas’ 

‘Caz - Thanks so much for this gesture !  I found my angel on a bench 
in great lumley.  Having just lost my dad to cancer on 3/12/15 
Seeing these round village , very poignant !  This christmas he is now 
an angel looking down !’ 

Events in Focus 
Mission in Britain 
The Circuit Mission in Britain Coffee 
Morning is taking place on Saturday, 
27 February.  It is being held at 
Chester-le-Street Methodist Church 
from 9.00-11.30am.  Cakes and 
volunteers are needed.  Please 
contact Tom Baker.  
 
Quiet Prayer Time 
West Pelton Methodist Church will be 
holding a time of quiet prayer on 
Wednesday, 2 March from 10.00-
11.30am.  Everyone is welcome. 
 
When Is the West Pelton Quiz? 
Lots of people have been asking 
about the quiz – the annual quiz from 
Sheila Swinburn should be available 
near the end of February. 
 
Good Friday 
Great Lumley Methodist Church and 
Christchurch will be meeting together 
at 10.45am outside the Old England 
pub.  This will be followed by lunch at 
the Methodist Church and a service at 
2.00pm. 
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mission shaped intro helps people 
to reconnect with the communities 
they are called to serve and to re-
imagine the forms of church that are 
needed for the 21st century. The six 
week course takes you on a creative 
and reflective journey looking at the 
need for new ways of being church.  
 
Week 1:  Re-imagining Church 
Week 2:  Changing world, changing 
 church 
Week 3:  Re-imagining community 
Week 4:  Re-imagining worship 
Week 5:  Re-imagining discipleship 
Week 6:  Re-imagining leadership 
 
msi is led by an ecumenical team of 
experienced practitioners and open 
to all denominations. Throughout 
2016 there are courses available 
across the North East.  
 
There is a £5 suggested donation 
to cover course materials 

mission shaped intro 

6 weeks to 
rediscover 

mission and 
re-imagine 

church 
 
 
 Speakers 

Bill Braviner  
Judy Hirst 

Elaine Lindridge 
Laura McWilliams 

Paul Revill 
Beth Rookwood 

Tim Sanderson 
John Sinclair 

Rachel Wood 
Rob Wylie 

 

 

Billingham  
Thursdays 4th  11th  25th  February & 
3rd  10th  17th March 2016 
St Aidan's Church, Tintern Avenue, 
Billingham TS23 2DF 
 

Chester-le-Street 
Wednesdays 11th  18th  25th  May &  
8th  15th  22nd  June 2016 
St Mary & St Cuthbert Parish Centre, 
Church Chare, Chester le Street, DH3 3QB 
 

Durham 
Thursdays 12th  19th  26th  May &  
9th  16th  23rd  June 2016 
All Saints Newton, Carr House Drive, 
Newton Hall, Durham, DH1 5LT 
 

Morpeth 
Mondays 12th  19th  26th  September & 
3rd  10th  17th October 2016 
St Aidan’s Community Room and 
Beacon Project, Shields Road,  
Morpeth, NE61 2SA 
 

Hexham 
Thursdays 15th  22nd  29th September & 
6th  13th  20th October 2016 
Trinity Methodist, Beaumont Street, 
Hexham,  NE46 3LS. 

All msi courses will run from  
7.30pm - 9.30pm 

6 weeks to 
rediscover 

mission and 
re-imagine 

church 
 
 
 

For more 
information and 

bookings contact:  
Pamela Wilson 

 
0191 374 6024 

pamela.wilson@ 
durham.anglican.org 

  
 

Hexham  
Abbey 
 

A day to  
consider  
 
 
 
in rural contexts 

10.30am-4.00pm 

Saturday 
11th June 
2016 

Chester-le-Street Methodist Circuit, Great Lumley Methodist Church, Front Street, Great Lumley, Chester-le-Street DH3 4JB 

 tel: 0191 388 3401, email: clsadmin@webwhistle.co.uk 

Cornerstones	Centre	will	be	running	FREE	first	aid	and	
food	safety	courses	 in	February.	 	You	must	be	on	any	
form	 of	 benefit	 or	 retired.	 	 This	 also	 applies	 to	
volunteers	 but	 you	 must	 not	 be	 working.	 	 You	 must	
also	 live	 in	 a	 DH	 (Durham)	 post	 code	 area.	 	 If	 you	
require	 further	 information	 please	 ring	 the	
Cornerstones	 office	 on	 0191	 3881313	 or	 email	
ddivanis@cornerstonescentre.com.	

Copies available in all churches now 
or 

Subscribe by sending your request to 
clsadmin@webwhist le .co.uk  

Chester-le-Street Methodist Circuit Newsletter 

The Well is the 
Methodist Network 
for Children, Youth, 
Schools and Family 
Workers.  You can 

find out more information as well as downloadable 
resources at www.methodist.org.uk/mission/children-
and-youth/the-well-for-workers. 

We are aiming to build up The Well in the North East 
region this year with support and resources for both 
volunteers and paid workers.  For more information 
please contact John Boyd on 
boydj@methodistchurch.org.uk or 07791 425078. 


