
  

Welcome to the First Edition 
of our new Circuit Newsletter 
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We hope that you will find this a 
useful resource, and a helpful 
way of sharing information 
about our District, Circuit and 
local churches.  I also hope that 
this will be a place where we 
can encourage one another by 
sharing good news 
stories about how 
God has been at 
work in us and in 
our communities. 
 
After all, Jesus called us to be 
witnesses, and to share our 
experiences of God with others.  
There are lots of ways to do 
this, of course, and he might just 
as easily have said “You are my 
storytellers, my poets and 
artists, my actors and dancers. 
You are my generous hosts, my 
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wonderful cooks, my cheerful 
givers.  You are my worship 
leaders, my youth workers, my 
pastoral visitors.  You are my 
video makers and website 
designers.  You are my 
gardeners, my litter-pickers, my 

DIY enthusiasts”. 
 
The list could go on, 
as each of us has a 
different story to tell, 
and different gifts with 

which to help tell it.  We hope 
this newsletter will provide 
helpful information about ways 
we can share our stories, and 
develop those gifts, as well as 
highlighting key events in the life 
of our circuit and churches. 
 

Rev Ian Kent 
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Prayer 

Loving God, as pilgrims on a 
journey, we can often feel 
uncertain about the future. 

Help us to remember that past, 
present and future are all held in 
your loving hands. 

Help us to learn more and more 
about how we can trust in you so 
that, whatever the future brings, 
we can know that you are with 
us and will help us to face it, as 
we share the love you give us 
with a needy world.  Amen. 

John Howard, Wolverhampton and 
Shrewsbury District Chair 

Pilgrims on a Journey 2015/2016 

You are my 
storytellers, my 

poets and artists, my 
actors and dancers 
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Circuit Diary 

9 December @ 7.30pm 
Ladies Circle Carol Service, West 
Pelton 

13 December @ 3.00pm 
Angel Commissioning Service, 
Chester-le-Street 

13 December @ 3.00pm 
Messy Christmas, Great Lumley 

18-20 December 
Christmas Angels distributed 
around the Circuit 

22 December @ 7.30pm 
Ladies Group Carol Service, 
Pelton 
 

Christmas Services 

24 December 
4.00pm @ Chester-le-Street 
Christingle led by L Kent 

4.00pm @ Great Lumley 
Carols 

5.00pm @ Great Lumley 
Communion led by I Kent 

11.30pm @ Chester-le-Street 
Communion led by L Kent 

25 December 
Birtley @ 9.30am  
led by L Watkin 

Chester-le-Street @ 9.30am  
led by L Kent 

Great Lumley @ 9.30am 
led by I Kent 

Perkinsville @ 10.30am 
led by I Kent 

District News and Events 

The new District website has been launched.  Visit 
www.newcastlemethodistdistrict.org to find out more. 
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A week of encouragement, challenge and outreach, by Alan Irvin 
The Southwick Sunderland team was made up of folk from the local 
Methodist Church, other Methodist Churches across the district and 
eight 'gap year' young people belonging to the 'Salt and Light' network 
of churches. We met every day for 90 minutes of devotions, we 
prayed together and for one another, shared prophetic images and 
prayed for individuals to be filled with the Spirit.  During the day we 
engaged in detached work which included street evangelism using 
'Bags of Hope' and in the evening hosted community events such as a 
quiz, healthy cookery class and a Christian DJ. 
 
The highlights included the fellowship and sharing within the team and 
the personal stories we heard on the street.  We heard from 'Billie' that 
he believed in God and prayed but didn't belong to a faith community. 
He shared the stories of himself and his friends.  He told us of one 
friend, a recovering alcoholic, who had been let down by the Church. 
We asked if he would take her a 'Bag of Hope' and let her know that 
she was in our prayers.  He willingly agreed.  Another young man 
asked what we were about before accepting anything from us.  We 
explained that we were Christians talking to people about faith and 
God he eagerly confessed that he wanted to explore faith, had some 
'big questions' he wanted to talk about and committed to come along 
to the chapel for further conversations.  

Our Circuit has agreed to be involved with the Christmas Angel 
knitting project, following on from the success of the 2014 Christmas 
Angels Initiative organised by North Shields and Whitley Bay 
Methodist Circuit.   

The aim is to share God’s love and to bless the community in public 
places and community spaces with a Christmas message. 

We are asking people to knit small angels and attached to these 
angels will be a gift tag with a message of hope.   

There will be an Angel Commissioning service held at Chester-le-
Street Methodist Church on Sunday, 13 December at 3.00pm and then 
the Angels will be distributed between 18-20 December. 

For further details and to print a copy of the knitting pattern see 
www.christmasangel.net or speak to your Church Co-ordinator. 

People in Focus 
Laura Wolfe 
Laura is our new Circuit Administrator.  
She is based in the office at Great 
Lumley Methodist Church on Mondays, 
between 9.30am and 1.30pm.  Laura 
can be contacted as follows: 
Office: 0191 388 3401 
Email:  clsadmin@webwhistle.co.uk 
 
Susan Miller & Colin Whisker 
Susan and Colin are our Circuit 
Safeguarding Officers.  To find out more 
about safeguarding issues contact 
Susan on 07835455072. 
 
A safeguarding training session – 
Creating Safer Space: Foundation 
Module – is being held on Thursday, 26 
November 6.30pm-9.00pm at Chester-
le-Street Methodist Church.  To book a 
place, please contact Susan. 
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‘Wherever we went we learnt that 
our God had already gone before 
us ... awesome and amazing.’ 
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 Limited to 30 places 
per session.  

 
Please book in advance. 

Creating Safer Space: 
Foundation Module  
Safeguarding training session for presbyters, deacons, 
workers with children & young people, stewards, local 
preachers and worship leaders. 
  
 

To book a place, please contact: 

Susan Miller 
Tel: 0191 388 1146 or 0783 545 5072 

 

Email: themillerfamily@sky.com 

 
  

 
 

Thursday 
26 November 2015 

 
6.30pm – 9.00pm 
(7pm prompt start) 

 
Chester-le-Street 
Methodist Church 


