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It is a few weeks now since we came to the end 
of our series on the 5 Practices of Fruitful 
Congregations - five things which ought to be 
part of the everyday ethos and activity of our 
churches and circuit if we are to be the kind of 
churches God calls us to be.  If you missed any 
of the series, the sermons and daily devotional 
readings are still available via the 
circuit website.  

The five themes of Radical 
Hospitality, Passionate Worship, 
Intentional Faith Development, 
Risk-taking Mission and Service, 
and Extravagant Generosity are 
practices and not characteristics, 
because they are actions which 
need to be developed rather than 
qualities we either have or do not have.  They 
need to be perfected through repetition until they 
almost become an automatic part of who we are 
and how we live, as individuals and as churches. 

Our five week preaching series is over, but this is 
where the work really begins.  These 5 practices 
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are meant to be the mark of fruitful 
congregations.  In other words, there should be 
some visible evidence that our church is 
growing and developing in these areas.  If 
nothing changes, in us or in our congregations, 
then our time has been wasted. 

So what will we change?  Perhaps 
God has been speaking to you 
over the past few weeks.  Perhaps 
you have an idea or a passion that 
just won’t go away.  Perhaps 
you’ve felt a gentle nudge towards 
a particular activity, person or 
group.  Perhaps God has planted 
the seed of something new within 
you.  If so, don’t ignore it, and don’t 
keep quiet about it.  Share it with 

others, pray about it, then take a risk and do it!  

As we look to the future for our church and 
community, let us continue to pray that God will 
prune, shape and transform us so that we can 
become ever more fruitful.  

Rev Ian Kent 
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Saturday, 26 November 
9am-12.30pm 
Chester-le-Street MC Christmas Fayre 

Saturday, 26 November @11.00am 
Christmas Fair at Birtley Methodist 
Church 

Saturday, 3 December @1.30pm 
Film Afternoon & Tea at Chester-le-
Street Methodist Church 

Saturday, 3 December @7.00pm 
Social Evening at West Pelton 
Methodist Church 

Sunday, 4 December 
Toy Service at Birtley Methodist 
Church – any unused/unwanted toys 
gratefully received 

Wednesday, 14 December @7.30pm 
West Pelton MC Ladies Circle Carol 
Service 

Saturday, 21 January 2017 
Craft Day for Alzheimer’s Project at 
Chester-le-Street Methodist Church 

Saturday, 11 February 2017 @7pm 
Quiz Night at Chester-le-Street 
Methodst Church 

WoW Dates: 
19 December 

Details of Christmas Services are on 
Page 3.  There will be no services on 
1 January 2017. 

In April 2017, ECG Conference will convene in Scarborough with 
the theme ‘Infused: Jesus in the Bloodstream’.  There are 
already people from our Circuit going, so come and join them.  
Details of how to book are available on the website 
www.ecgevent.org.uk. 

On Saturday, 15 October, 
approximately 250 people visited 
Chester-le-Street Methodist Church to 
take part in ECG:NE.  The day included 
all age worship, seminars, children’s 
activities and a Bible Study session led 
by Alison Wilkinson.  Here are a few 
pictures of the day.   
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On November 6th we held the 
second of our ENGAGE 
services, and it was great to 
have so many people there to 
experience café-style worship 
on the theme of ‘Fruitful 
Disciples’.  There was a great 
buzz of conversation as our 

service began and people enjoyed the tea, coffee, and pastries 
and got to know the people around them.  As the service continued 
we were invited to join in the worship in a variety of ways, including 
singing, group discussions, sharing testimony, watching a video, 
writing a prayer and listening to some performance poetry.  We 
were even allowed to write and draw on the tablecloths!  

Our next ENGAGE service is at 10:30 on January 15th at Great 
Lumley Methodist Church, and will be a chance to explore Taize-
style worship.  We look forward to seeing you there.  



 

Last year our circuit got involved with the Christmas 
Angels project – giving away knitted angels as a 
Christmas gift for people in our communities.  Our 
circuit gave out over 2000 angels, with about 21,000 
given out across the North East.  We had a fantastic 
response to the angels, so this year we want to go 
bigger and better! 
We now have people involved from all around the 
circuit, as well as from Churches Together in 
Chester-le-Street.  The angels will be going out a 
few days before Christmas, as they did last year, so 
please keep knitting. 
The knitting and crochet patterns are available 
online, at www.christmasangel.net but you can also 
contact the circuit office and we can send copies out 
to churches if needed.   
Happy knitting!  

Chester-le-Street Methodist Circuit 

Christmas Eve 
4pm Christingle 

Chester-le-Street MC 
5pm Holy Communion 

Great Lumley MC 
6pm Carols with the Brass Band 

Great Lumley MC 
11.30pm Holy Communion 

Chester-le-Street MC 

Christmas Day 
9.30am  Birtley Methodist Church with Rev 

Dr Liz Kent 
9.30am  Chester-le-Street Methodist 

Church with Deacon Linda Watkin 
9.30am  Great Lumley Methodist Church 

with Rev Ian Kent 
10.30am Perkinsville Methodist Church with 

Rev Ian Kent 
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Blue Sky Trust is holding its annual 
fundraising event on 3rd December.  
 
Busking with Blue Sky Trust on 3rd 
December...   An evening of live 
music with a guest performance 
from Gareth Davies Jones.  An event 
to raise funds to support the work of 
Blue Sky Trust in the North East in 
recognition of World Aids 
Day.  Come along from 7.30pm to 
St Lukes. There will be mulled wine 
and refreshments for sale and a 
raffle- not to be missed!  Contact 
Hannah at info@blueskytrust.org to 
book your tickets (£7 adult / £5 
concessions). 

NEW FOR 2017 
Would you like to receive our 

Preaching Plan by email? 
Contact Laura on clsadmin@webwhistle.co.uk 


