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“Come and see.”  These wonderful words of 
invitation occur several times in the gospel stories, 
as people are encouraged to encounter Jesus or to 
experience God at work.  
 
Andrew and Philip encourage Peter and Nathanael 
to come and see Jesus.  The Samaritan woman at 
the well invites her whole village to come and see 
the one who knows her better than she knows 
herself.  The angel at the empty tomb invites the 
women to come and see that Jesus is not dead, but 
raised to life.  
 
A few years ago I read the story of a 
man named Shane Claiborne who 
wanted to learn about the work of 
Mother Teresa.  He phoned her up 
and she gave the same answer she 
gave to everyone who asked – 
“Come and see”.  
 
Jesus made the same offer to those who followed 
him.  Come with me on my travels, and see the 
kingdom of God in action. 
 
All these invitations recognise something that is both 
important and exciting; that God is at work in the 
world around us, and we have the opportunity to see 
that and even to be part of it.  
 
As I go around different churches, I often ask people 
the question ‘Where have you seen God at work?”  
Sometimes this leads to a sharing of great stories 
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about God. More often, it leads to everyone staring 
at the carpet.  Some of us just don’t see God at work 
in our churches or our lives anymore.  We don’t 
connect with him in the worship.  We’ve lost sight of 
him amidst the busyness of keeping the church 
going.  Perhaps we’ve even stopped looking.  
 
So I want to issue you an invitation.  I want to invite 
you to “Come and see”.  I want to encourage you to 
step out of your churches and see where God is at 
work in the world around you.  If your faith needs a 

boost – come and see.  If you want to 
see how God is transforming the lives 
of people in our communities – come 
and see.  If your last encounter with 
God seems like a distant memory – 
come and see.  
 
Come out with us on a Street Friends 

patrol and see how God is opening up all kinds of 
conversations about life and faith.  Volunteer at 
Foodcycle or at one of the foodbanks and see how 
God is working through acts of love and kindness.  
Join in with the Open the Book project at Birtley and 
see how the Bible is coming alive for local young 
people.  
 
If you are ready for God to take you on adventure, 
then take up his invitation:  

“Come and see!” 
You won’t be disappointed. 

Every blessing, Rev Ian Kent 

… If you are ready for 
God to take you on 

adventure, then take up his 
invitation:  

“Come and see!” 
You won’t be disappointed. 



 

District News and Events Circuit Diary 
 
 
Saturday, 14 May 10.00am-3.00pm 
Celebrating the Cross @Pelton 

Tuesday, 17 May @7.30pm 
Annual Perkinsville/Pelton Inter-
chapel Quiz @ Pelton 

Wednesday, 18 May @7pm 
MWiB: Faith-Fun-Fellowship 
Tickets: £5 

Saturday, 21 May 
Social Evening & Supper 
@West Pelton 
Contact Tom Baker to book a place 

Saturday, 4 June 
Circuit World Church Coffee Morning 
@Chester-le-Street 

10-12 June 
West Pelton Church weekend 
@Scarborough 

Saturday, 11 June 11am-4pm 
Summer Fair @Birtley 
Free entry; children’s activities; craft 
stalls; refreshments 

Sunday, 12 June @6pm 
Boys’ Brigade Queen’s Badge 
Presentation @Chester-le-Street 

Tuesday, 14 June @7.30pm 
Ukulele Concert @Pelton 

Saturday, 25 June @7pm 
Church Anniversary Weekend Concert 
with Nigel Ogden @Chester-le-Street 

Sunday, 26 June 
Chester-le-Street Church Anniversary 
service 

Sunday, 3 July 
Great Lumley Church are holding an 
Open Air Service outside the Old 
England @10.30am 

Sunday, 10 July @10.30am 
Birtley Church Anniversary service 

Sunday, 17 July 
Great Lumley Church Anniversary 
services 
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West Pelton Methodist Church held a gift day in the hope of raising money to 
pay for the new church boiler.  The old oil-fired boiler, which was installed in 
1975, had finally 'given up the ghost'. 

As part of the gift day, we decided to organise a 'memory wall' where members 
and friends donated articles and photographs of memories of times they had 
enjoyed at our church.  Sheila Swinburn worked hard to collect and display a 

vast range of 'memories'.  As a result, the church hall was decorated with display boards of bygone days 

We were a little apprehensive as to how many would attend and it was very much a leap of faith.  However, 
the response from friends throughout our circuit and beyond was heartwarming.  
We are very grateful for the support we receive, not just on this occasion, but 
throughout the year. 

A very big 'thank you' to those who helped us raise £2,000.  The good news is 
that we have almost reached our target of £8,400 in the five months since the 
boiler was installed. 
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West Pelton 
Quiz Results! 

The	 quiz	 closed	 last	 week	 and	 Tom	
Jackson	from	our	own	church	won	-	his	
name	was	drawn	from	a	list	of	28	who	
had	100	correct	answers.	

Tom	 has	 competed	 in	 the	 quiz	 every	
year	(22	years)	and	has	been	very	close	
but	 the	magic	 100	 had	 always	 eluded	
him.			

He	was	absolutely	delighted	to	see	his	
name	on	the	sheet	as	winner.	

Forgotten to pick up a copy of the 

Preaching Plan?  Check out 

www.clsmethodistcircuit.org.uk on PC, 

Mac or Smartphone to view & download 

a copy of our latest Preaching Plan. 
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The C K Barrett Lecture 

Professor	Paul	Trebilco	(University	of	Otago,	
Dunedin)	will	speak	on	‘The	Letters	of	John	and	the	

Cult	of	Artemis	in	Ephesus’	

on	Thursday	12th	May,	at	7.00pm.		Coffee/tea	and	
biscuits	from	6.30pm	

in	the	Kingsley	Barrett	Lecture	Theatre	(Calman	
Learning	Centre,	Lower	Mountjoy/Science	Site),	

Durham	University	

This	is	a	free,	public	lecture,	to	which	all	are	very	
welcome 
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the	new	circuit	website	
has	launched	

www.clsmethodistcircuit.org.uk	

www.ecgevent.org.uk 

ECG Conference 2017 


