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September sees the beginning of a new year in schools and universities, but also in many churches.  It is 
often met with a mixture of nervousness and excitement, as people look ahead and wonder what the next 
twelve months will bring. 

Part of the excitement of any new year is the promise of new opportunities.  It is a fresh start; a blank 
canvas; a new beginning.  As we begin a new year together, we have the promise of new opportunities for 
mission, for discipleship and for worship.  We have the chance to take a few holy risks, stepping out in faith 
and saying yes to the things God is calling us to do. Some things will seem successful, others may seem to 
fail; some will be easy, while others will be difficult and costly; but all will teach us more about God and 
about ourselves. 

There are already things for us to look forward to.  In October we have themed preaching right across the 
circuit, and we are also hosting ECG Northeast – a day conference with Bible studies, seminars, worship 
and youth activities.  In November we have a team from ‘Together Mission’ working with us.  In December 
we will be joining in with Christmas Angels project. 

These are just a few of the opportunities that lie ahead of us this year.  I’m convinced that God has exciting 
plans, and I’m looking forward to discovering all that He has in store for us. 

What about you?  What are you looking forward to in the next 12 months?  What will you put upon this	
blank canvas?  What God-inspired dream are you nurturing that you’d love to see become a reality?  What 
gifts and talents is God prompting you to use or develop?	

My prayer for us this year is simply this: that we will have the wisdom to discern God’s leading, and the 
courage	to follow in his footsteps, and the	equipping of his Holy Spirit for the tasks which lie before us. 

Every blessing, Rev Ian Kent 

Happy New Year! 
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Gracious God, you are the same yesterday, today and 
forever.  We celebrate this amazing truth about your nature 
and deeply trust it in our hearts.  Yet there are occasions 
and times in our lives when we acknowledge that faith feels 
very different, when life is hard, dark or bleak and the way 
ahead seems unclear.  In those times, loving God, focus our 
minds and hearts on those moments and times when your 
grace has surprised us and faith has been renewed, hope 
has come alive and love has been reborn.  O God, you are the 
same yesterday, today and forever and so we praise you.  Amen. 

District News and Events Circuit Diary 
 

Thursday, 22 September @7.30pm 
Circuit Meeting @GLMC 

Saturday, 24 September @7.00pm 
Social Evening @West Pelton.  
Proceeds for MWiB 

24-25 September 
Week of Prayer @Great Lumley 
Methodist Church 

Saturday, 1 October @6.00pm 
Church Drive @Birtley, includes 
traditional broth supper 

Saturday, 8 October @7.00pm 
West Pelton Church Anniversary 
Concert with Northern Voices. 
Tickets £6.00 (includes supper) 

Saturday, 15 October 
ECG:NE @Chester-le-Street 

4-5 November 
Perkinsville Arts & Crafts Fayre 
Friday 10am-3pm, Saturday 10am-
2pm 

Saturday, 12 November @9.30am 
Winter Fair @Pelton Methodist 
Church 

Saturday, 12 November @11.00am 
West Pelton Annual Bazaar 

Saturday, 12 November 
Choir Concert @Chester-le-Street 
Methodist Church 

18-20 November 
Together Mission @Chester-le-Street 
led by Rev Elaine Lindridge 

Saturday, 26 November 9am-noon 
Chester-le-Street MC Christmas Fayre 

Wednesday, 14 December @7.30pm 
West Pelton MC Ladies Circle Carol 
Service 

WoW Dates: 
19 September  17 October 
21 November  19 December 



 

Last year our circuit got involved with the Christmas 
Angels project – giving away knitted angels as a 
Christmas gift for people in our communities.  Our 
circuit gave out over 2000 angels, with about 21,000 
given out across the North East.  We had a fantastic 
response to the angels, so this year we want to go 
bigger and better! 
We hope to get people involved all around the 
circuit, and to work with some other local churches 
too.  The angels will be going out a few days before 
Christmas, as they did last year, but it would be 
great if people started knitting now, so we can give 
even more angels out this year. 
The knitting pattern is available online, at 
www.christmasangel.net but you can also contact 
the circuit office and we can send copies out to 
churches if needed.  Happy knitting!  
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www.ecgevent.org.uk 

ECG Conference 2017 

Sept/Oct 2016 

Perkinsville Methodist Church 

Arts & Crafts 
Fayre 

Friday,	4	November	10am	–	3pm	
Saturday,	5	November	10am-2pm	


