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As I write this, the sunshine is 
out even though the temperature 
outside is a little over freezing!  I 
can look out of the window and see 
the green shoots of a few crocus 
bulbs pushing their way through the 
cold hard earth.  It is a reminder that 
spring is coming and the signs of 
new life will soon be all around us - 
daffodils, newborn lambs in the 
fields, trees in bud. It 
makes me feel hopeful 
for the warmer weather, 
lighter nights and new 
opportunities. 
 
For many of us, the 
challenge in our 
churches and communities is to 
have eyes to see the places where 
God is bringing new life- where 
seeds of the gospel are starting to 
become shoots or even bloom into 
flower. If we only have eyes to see, 
and ears to hear we can notice 
those moments where God is at 
work: as people ask questions and 
seek answers about who God is, as 
forgiveness is offered and received, 
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as broken relationships begin to 
be mended, as people find 
courage to leave the past behind 
and step into to a new future, as 
those who felt they have nothing to 
offer are encouraged to use their 
God-given gifts, as acts of 
kindness bring hope and words of 
compassion bring comfort.  
 

These things are 
happening all around 
our Circuit, sometimes 
as quietly as a green 
shoot poking through 
the ground into the 
sunlight, sometimes as 
obviously as a bright 

yellow daffodil trumpeting it's 
presence in a green field. This 
Easter, why don't you record all 
the times you notice God bringing 
new life in our communities and 
churches (there are a few items in 
this newsletter to get you started!) 
and maybe share this good news 
with someone else to encourage 
them too? 
Every blessing, Rev Dr Liz Kent 
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Prayer 
All-embracing God, 
whose love is beyond  
  our understanding and 
whose vision is beyond our 
imagination, 
grant us: 
  the courage to venture  
  outside our comfort zone, 
the compassion to  
  encounter those we  
  would have preferred to  
  steer clear of, and 
the recklessness to  
  challenge the powerful,  
  reconcile the divided 
and heal the wounds 
opened up by those who 
would limit your grace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

Bruce Thompson, 
Lincolnshire District Chair 

Pilgrims on a Journey 
2015/2016 

… Celebrating Easter 
always reminds us of 
the new life of Jesus' 
resurrection; of death 

and darkness 
overcome, of hope and 

new beginnings 
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Circuit Diary 
 

Easter Services 

24 March @7.00pm 
Maundy Thursday Service 
@Chester-le-Street 

Good Friday - 25 March 
Birtley @10.30am 
Pelton @3.00pm 
Chester-le-Street @3.00pm 
West Pelton @10.30am 
Great Lumley @10.45 onwards 
 

Other Events 
Saturday 12 March 
Mission Partnership Celebration 
@Great Lumley 
Saturday 20 March 

Church Choir Anniversary 
Concert 
7.00pm @Chester-le-Street  

Sunday 13 March 
Annual Choir Sunday 
@Chester-le-Street 

Tuesday, 15 March @7.30pm 
Concert at Pelton 

Saturday 19 March 
Gift Day @West Pelton 

21-24 March @Chester-le-Street 
Easter Labyrinth, 10am-4pm & 
6pm-8pm 

Wednesday 23 March 7.30pm 
Easter Meditation @West Pelton 

Sunday 17 April 6.00pm 
Easter Offering Dedication 
@Chester-le-Street 

Saturday, 14 May 10.30am-
3.00pm 
Celebrating the Cross @Pelton 

Tuesday, 14 June @7.30pm 
Ukulele Concert @Pelton 

District News and Events 
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To book your place contact Rob Wylie 
rwyliecoyote@gmail.com   Tel: 07743657643 

 

Although fresh expressions north east are facilitating this day, 
it will be helpful to those from both inherited & fresh 

expressions of church. All are welcome. 
 

Network Day  
Saturday 21st May 

Jesmond URC  
Burdon Terrace, Jesmond,  

Newcastle upon Tyne, NE2 3AE 

  

 

Rev. Stephen Lindridge  
Chair of Newcastle upon 
Tyne Methodist District 

Journeying to Jesus 
Connecting with our connections 
& putting faith into action  
 

This day will offer both theological 
reflection & practical applications as to 
how people journey in faith & how the 
church can encourage others on their 
spiritual journeys.  

! 10.30 – 3.30 

! drinks provided,   
 bring own lunch 

! no charge 

 
 

#prayersonthemove 
Watch out for the Prayers on the back of buses in and around 
Newcastle this lent. SPCK have launched a new app and website 
to promote daily prayers for busy people.  See the website 
www.prayersonthemove.com. 



 

Events in Focus 
Pelton Methodist Church 
 

An Evening with Peter Kelly 
Tuesday, 15 March @7.30pm 
Tickets £5 to include supper. 
 

Celebrating the Cross 
Saturday, 14 May 10.30am-3.00pm 
Afternoon Tea style refreshments will 
be available. 
 

Ukulele Concert 
Tuesday, 14 June @7.30pm 
Tickets £5 to include supper. 

 
 

Chester-le-Street  
THE CHURCH CHOIR IN 
CONCERT with Rachel Orr 
(Soprano) 
Come along to enjoy the beautiful 
voices of The Church Choir in 
concert with Rachel Orr (Soprano) 
on Saturday 12 March @7.00pm 
Tickets £5 available from 
Cornerstones Office on 
0191 3881313. 
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The Great 50 Days of Easter 

27 th March – 15th May 2016 
North East Daily Devotions and Small  Group Resource 

 

My name is Martin Ramsden, one of the Methodist Church North 
East Regional Learning and Development Officers.  For a little while 
now the Regional Learning and Development Team have been 
working to compile a daily devotional and small group resource for 
the Great 50 Days. 

The Great 50 Days begin on Easter Sunday and end on the Day of 
Pentecost.  The word ‘Pentecost’ literally means ‘the 50th day’ and 
the Great 50 Days have often been called the ‘Week of Weeks’. 
These are ancient terms used from very early in the Christian 
tradition.  From early in the history of the Christian church the Great 
50 Days have been celebrated with joy and devotion.  Just as Lent 
has been marked as a time of penitence and is associated with the 
themes of self-denial and sacrifice so the Great 50 Days have been 
marked as a time to celebrate resurrection, joy, new life, the glory of 
Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit.  Originally, Lent was a time of 
preparing new converts for baptism.  In the same way, the Great 50 
Days was originally a time for helping newly baptised converts to 
grow in their understanding and experience of God’s life and power. 

Today, it seems that there are a great deal of resources for daily 
devotions and small groups to help us during the season of Lent.  
Many Christians use these and find them to be really helpful.  It 
seems, however, that there are far fewer resources available to help 
Christians focus on Jesus in the Great 50 Days.  To help with this, 
the Regional Learning and Development Team has compiled a 
regional resource for this special time.  The resource will be available 
to everyone across the region free of charge. 

The resource will have a suggested Bible reading for each day along 
with a short reflection inspired by the reading.  These reflections 
have been written by a wide range of people from across the 
Methodist Church in the North East.  As well as the resources for 
daily devotion there will also be some questions at the end of each 
week that could helpfully be used as a focus for small group 
conversation. 

Please spread the word that the resource is coming, look out for it 
and consider using it in your daily devotions in the Great 50 Days.  
Please think about whether this resource could be a helpful point of 
focus for your small group.  If your church does not already have a 
small group for fellowship and Christian conversation then you may 
wish to form one for the Great 50 Days.  We expect that this 
resource will be available in all churches by the beginning of Holy 
Week. 

If you would like any further 
information then please do not 

hesitate to contact me. 

Martin Ramsden 

ramsdenm@methodistchurch.org.uk 

07799902584   

The Great 50 Days 
of Easter  
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Vision Day – A Day to Consider 
Fresh Expressions in Rural & 

Smaller Communities 
11th June 2016 - 10:15 

Hexham Abbey   NE46 3NB 
 
Speakers:  Pete Atkins, Elaine Lindridge and Tim 
Sanderson 
 
Cost £5 please bring a packed lunch 
For further details please contact 
elaine@lindridge.org.uk (District Evangelism Enabler 
for Newcastle District) 
Booking details contact Pamela Wilson 
pamela.wilson@durham.anglican.org 
Tel: 0191 374 6024 

Talking	Together	

	
District	Conversation	about	Marriage	and	

Relationships	
The	Methodist	Conference	has	asked	all	Districts	to	facilitate	some	
initial	conversations	about	marriage	and	relationships	in	order	that	it	
can	discern	whether	the	Methodist	People	feel	that	the	Methodist	
Church	should	revisit	the	question	of	embarking	upon	a	process	of	

revising	the	Methodist's	Church's	definition	of	marriage.	

Our	District	event	will	be	held	on	four	occasions	to	enable	as	many	
people	to	attend	as	possible.			

Monday	14th	March	2-4pm	or	7-9pm	at	Trinity	Methodist	Church,	
Blaydon	

Saturday	16th	April	10am-12pm	or	2-4pm		Cullercoats	Methodist	
Church	

and	will	be	facilitated	by	3	members	of	the	District	Policy	Committee.	

It	will	be	an	opportunity	to	hear	some	history	of	marriage	in	the	
Methodist	Church	and	to	consider	a	number	of	questions	in	relation	to	

marriage	and	relationships.	

This	event	will	be	free	and	tea/coffee	will	be	provided.	

For	further	details	please	contact	Rev	Jona	Sewell	0191	2802342	

revjsewell@gmail.com	

HELP
Are you interested in 

volunteering? 

We need people to help at the 
Foodbank Distribution Centre at 

Birtley Methodist Church, working 
with Gateshead Foodbank

Full training will be given

NEEDS YOUR

Birtley Foodbank 
Distribution Centre

Contact Deacon Linda Watkin

0191 410 2082
lindawatkin67@gmail.com

An invitation to participate in the Connexional 
consultation on the redevelopment of the 

Methodist Church website 

The Connexional Team is very keen that the online 
presence of the Methodist Church is shaped by the 

needs and opinions of the Methodist people. 
Please make sure you have your say today at 

www.methodist.org.uk/websitesurvey 

The Church Army have created this excellent 
resource www.faithpictures.org.   
A fresh way to talk about things that matter 
encouraging people to think visually.  With 
honesty and humour this resource is available 
free of charge to anyone, suitable for any age, it 
can open up potentially life changing 
conversations. 


