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On Wednesday 8 November we launched our new 

Distribution Centre at Birtley Methodist Church as 

part of Gateshead Foodbank (Trussell Trust). 

As many of you will know this has taken about 18 

months to set up – mainly as we had to ensure we 

had enough willing volunteers to help each week.  

The picture shows our team all set and ready for 

action.  This team at the moment will be there 

every Wednesday – what a blessing and I can't 

thank them enough for offering to serve God and 

others in this way.  

4,861 three-day emergency food supplies were 

given to people in crisis last year from Gateshead 

Foodbank and now we are able to offer the service 

here in Birtley.  It will mean people have a local 

place to go rather than travel to either Gateshead 

or Blaydon.  All clients have to be referred and have 

their voucher when they come to the centre (Birtley 

Methodist Church) and we meet and greet each 

person, offering a drink while another team 

member packs their emergency food parcel.  An 

added bonus of being open on a Wednesday is that 

the church have their Drop-in lunches that day and 

so clients can be offered a hot meal if they'd like 

one. 

I am delighted that at last we are able to open and 

yet there is still a deep sadness and anger that 

these Foodbanks are needed in our land in these 

days.  We can offer help to those who are in such 

need and yet we are still called to challenge the 

injustice that exists and we continue to look for 

ways of doing this.  God is a God of love and I pray 

that as we seek to offer food to those who come 

into our centre that we also share the love that God 

has for each one of us whoever we are. 

If anyone would like to become a volunteer we are 

still in need.  If we had a few more willing and able 

to give of their time it would mean a rota could be 

set up.  Contact me if you would like to know more. 

A massive thank you to all at Gateshead Foodbank 

who have provided shelving, food, time and effort 

and supported me in the long journey to this point. 

God is good all the time, all the time God is good. 

Deacon Linda  



National / District 

News & Events 

E quipping People to make a 
difference in their community. 

ECG 2018 : Unrestricted Access 

C alling People to being who God 

intends them to be. 

G oing and making a difference in 

the lives of those  

This year at ECG 2018: 
 Elaine Heath (Dean of the Divinity School at Duke) leading Bible Study 

 President of Conference Revd Loraine Mellor 

 Ken Riley leading worship 

 Roughshod Theatre 

 Elevate Dance Group 

Christmas Carol Singing at 
the Newcastle Hospitals 
 

Each year, with the support of local churches, the 
Chaplaincy department organises groups of people to 
visit hospital wards and sing carols.  This has become 
something of a tradition with patients and staff 
appreciating and enjoying the event.  The Christmas 
carol singing around the wards will take place across 2 
evenings, with volunteers welcome at each venue.   

The starting point for the RVI will be at the Medicinema 
@ 6.30pm on Friday the 22nd December; and the 
Chaplaincy department @ The Freeman Hospital at 
6.30pm on 24th December.   

Previous years’ support from local churches has been 
very welcome and encouraging.   

While it would assist us to have an idea of expected 
numbers, people are equally welcome to ‘just turn up’.   

If more information is required, or you wish to advise us 
of expected level of support please feel free to contact 
the Chaplain on duty (0191 2336161 ext 48129), or 
direct dial (0191) 244 8129. 

With best wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 

Rev David M. Shaw, On behalf of the Chaplaincy team 

Chester-le-Street Methodist Circuit 

https://www.facebook.com/roughshodtc/?fref=mentions
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Circuit Diary 

Christmas Events 
Wednesday, 13 December @1.30pm 

Ladies Circle Carol Service, West Pelton 

Methodist Church. Service led by Mr Arnold 

Hood. Soloist: Catherine Ibbertson.  

Sunday, 17 December 

10.30am Carol Service @Pelton  

11.00am Carol Service @West Pelton  

4.00pm Nativity @Great Lumley 

6.00pm Carol Service @Perkinsville 

Christmas Eve 
Chester-le-Street Methodist Church 
4.00pm Christingle 

6.00pm Carol Service 

11.30pm Midnight Communion 

Birtley Methodist Church 
10.30am Junior Church Nativity 

6.00pm Carol Service 

Great Lumley Methodist Church 
5.00pm Holy Communion 

6.00pm Carols with the Band 

Perkinsville Methodist Church 
10.00am Christingle 

Christmas Day 
9.30am Birtley Deacon L Watkin 

9.30am Chester-le-Street Rev Dr L Kent 

9.30am Great Lumley Mr A Irvin 

10.30am Perkinsville Rev I Kent 

Sunday Evenings, 5:00pm 
Costa Coffee, Chester-le-Street, 
42 Front Street, DH3 3BG 

Prayer Space 

Lord our God, let the remembrance of your goodness be 
always on our minds and the gift of your love forever in our 
hearts. Keep us free from sin, protect us in the hour of 
temptation and guide us with the light of your presence; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
John Calvin (1509-1564) 

They will see the Son of 

Man coming in clouds with 

great power and glory. 

Mark 13:26 

ECG A Heart for the North East                    

On Saturday, 4 November, 

approximately 300 people 

from around the District 

gathered in Chester-le-

Street Methodist Church 

to take part in ECG:NE. 

Bible study, children and 

youth workshops, semi-

nars and interactive activi-

ties made this an exciting 

and busy day. 

The Charged Band 

led all-age worship 

and brought some 

new songs for 

everyone to learn. 

The theme for the day 

‘Freedom’. 
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