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Methodism is very blessed by the diaconate, a sort of undercover network of blue-clad ministers doing amazing 

stuff around the Connexion. Their motto is “witness through service”, and we met deacons working with 

homeless people, in schools and in communities, serving alongside people in poverty, police officers and 

farmers, running foodbanks, taking on local councils, offering pastoral care, painting pebbles and tiles, and 

creating beautiful acts of worship. 

Roger and I spent four days with the Methodist Diaconal Order at their 

annual meeting or Convocation in Swanick. Deacons are a separate 

order of ministry, but also a religious order with a rule of life. The sense 

of community amongst deacons was very apparent as they met to 

commemorate those deacons who had died in the last year, allow some 

to “sit down” or retire (after a fashion) and to welcome new deacons as 

students or to be ordained at the next Methodist Conference. 

Roger and I led four sessions on Holiness and Justice over the course 

of the Convocation looking at holiness and justice in our church, 

questions of justice in our world, poverty in the UK, and meeting God in 

unexpected places. We were delighted that three deacons – Tracey, 

Sonia and Guy – came to share their experiences of working people 

experiencing poverty.  

 

2017 is the 30th anniversary of the re-opening of the Order. (The 

Wesley Deaconess Order was started in 1880, and recruitment was 

closed in 1978 with the opening of ordination to presbyteral ministry.) 

This was obviously a time of great celebration, with a huge group photo, and piles of diaconal cup cakes. 

The Convocation was rooted in worship, with moving and uplifting services at the beginning and the end of our 

time together, including when the deacons took part in an act of rededication. In his sermon at the end Roger 

described being at the Convocation: 'When you come to convocation, there are a lot of candles, even more 

cake and you are welcomed whether you are in the room or not.' (Roger and I had embarrassingly been absent 

from the session where we were welcomed!). Deacon Sue Culver described this as summing up diaconal 

ministry: “light, nourishment and belonging.” 

With Warden Karen McBride and Deputy Warden 

Richard Goldstraw - and a lot of cakes!  

Cake and Candles with the Deacons 

From the President & Vice President of Methodist Conference 
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Circuit Diary 

Friday, 30 June - Sunday, 2 July  
Lumley Festival  

Sunday, 2 July, 10.30am   
Open Air Service @Great Lumley 

Saturday, 15 July @6pm  
Great Lumley’s Got Talent,at Great Lumley 
Methodist Church 

Saturday, 24 June 2017 @7pm   
A concert with NORTHERN VOICES at  
Chester-le-Street Methodist Church. 
Tickets are £6, available from the Church 
Office 

Saturday, 8 July @7pm 
West Pelton Methodist Church Social 
Evening 
There will be a presentation from ‘The 
Heel and Toe Charity’ based in Pelton 
which is West Pelton’s charity for this year.  
Join us for supper and fellowship.  Please 
contact Tom Baker if you would like to 
attend. 

WoW Meetings 

held at Great Lumley 

Methodist Church 

@7.30pm 

 

Programme: 

15 May Rev Dr Liz Kent 

19 June Cate Irvin 

17 July Social Evening 

18 Sept Rev E Lindridge 
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